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	                                               UNITED STATES AIR FORCE


COLONEL GARY J. GOTTSCHALL
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Colonel Gary J. Gottschall is the Commander, 615th Contingency Response Wing, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.  He commands one of two specialized wings in the Air Force focused on providing tailorable, multi-functional and rapidly deployable capabilities to respond to crises throughout the world.  Specific areas of expertise include air base opening, command and control, aerial port, aircraft maintenance, security and communications.  Additionally, the wing executes the Building Partner Capacity mission with its specially trained Air Advisors providing focused instruction and support on the development of an air mobility system to Partner Nations in the USSOUTHCOM AOR.  The wing is comprised of 756 personnel with facilities, assets and an annual budget valued at over $125 million.  Subordinate organizations include two Contingency Response Groups, a Contingency Operations Support Group, seven squadrons and Air Mobility Liaison Officers serving at Army and Marine Corps bases in the western United States and the Pacific.

Colonel Gottschall graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1988 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Management. He attended Undergraduate Pilot Training at Williams AFB, Ariz. and was assigned to C-130s. His previous flying assignments include operational tours in Air Mobility Command, Air Combat Command and Pacific Air Forces. He has held a variety of leadership positions including Vice Wing Commander, Operations Group Deputy Commander, Squadron Commander and Director of Operations of an operational flying squadron, and Chief of Wing Safety. He is a graduate of the USAF Weapons School and is a Joint Qualified Officer with joint staff experience on the Headquarters United States Pacific Command J5 staff. He has taken part in a wide variety of global mobility missions and deployments including Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Unified Assistance and many other contingency and humanitarian operations. Prior to this assignment, he was the Vice Commander of the 386th Air Expeditionary Wing in Southeast Asia.
                                                                                                                                                               Colonel Gottschall is a command pilot with over 3,800 hours of flying time, primarily in the C-130E and 
C-130H.

EDUCATION
	1988
	Bachelor of Science, Management, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.

	1993
	USAF Flight Safety Officer Course, Norton AFB, Calif., (Distinguished Graduate)

	1994
	Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala., (Distinguished Graduate)

	1996
	Master of Arts in Business Administration, Webster University, Ark.

	1996
	C-130 Weapons Instructor Course, Little Rock AFB, Ark., (Academic Excellence)

	1999
	U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

	2001
	Joint Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Va.

	2004
	USAF Chief of Safety Course, Kirtland AFB, N.M.

	2006
	Air War College in Correspondence

	2008
	Air War College/Master of Arts, Strategic Studies, Maxwell AFB, Ala.


ASSIGNMENTS


	1.
	August 1988 - August 1989, Undergraduate Flight Training, Williams AFB, Ariz.

	2.
	September 1989 - November 1993, C-130E Instructor Pilot, Pope AFB, N.C.

	3.
	November 1993 - October 1994, Wing Flight Safety Officer, Pope AFB, N.C.

	4.
	October 1994 - October 1996, DoD Formal School Evaluator Aircraft CC/Assistant Flight CC, Little Rock AFB, Ark.

	5.
	October 1996 - June 1999, ADO/Course Manager, C-130 Weapons Instructor Course, Little Rock AFB, Ark.

	6.
	June 1999 - June 2000, Student, U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

	7.
	June 2000 - May 2003, Policy/Plans Officer, Headquarters U.S. Pacific Command (J52), Camp Smith, Hawaii

	8.
	May 2003 -  January 2004, Chief, Command Post, Pope AFB, N.C.

	9.
	January 2004 - August 2004, Chief of Safety, Pope AFB, N.C.

	10.
	August 2004 - January 2006, Director of Operations, 517th Airlift Squadron, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska

	11.
	January 2006 -  April 2007, Commander, 517th Airlift Squadron, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska

	12.
	April 2007 -  July 2007, Deputy Commander, 3d Operations Group, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska

	13.
	July 2007 -  June 2008, Student, Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

	14.
	June 2008 - July 2009, Chief, Commander’s Action Group, Headquarters AMC, Scott AFB, Ill.

	15.
	August 2009 – September 2010, Vice Commander, 386th Air Expeditionary Wing, Southwest Asia 

	16.
	September 2010 – present, Commander, 615th Contingency Response Wing, Travis AFB, Calif.


FLIGHT INFORMATION
	Rating:  Command Pilot

	Flight hours:  More than 3,800 total hours; more than 380 combat hours

	Aircraft flown:  C-130E/H, T-37, T-38, C-12, EC-130, C-17


MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
	Bronze Star Medal

	Defense Meritorious Service Medal

	Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters

	Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters

	Aerial Achievement Medal with three oak leaf clusters

	Joint Service Commendation Medal

	Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster


EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 

	Second Lieutenant
	June 1, 1988

	First Lieutenant
	June 1, 1990

	Captain
	June 1, 1992

	Major
	July 1, 1999

	Lieutenant Colonel
	March 1, 2004

	Colonel
	September 1, 2008


(Current as of June 2011)                               
